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Learning objectives and 
learning trajectories
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Learning trajectories: general concept
• Learning trajectories are structured pathways that outline the progression of knowledge and skills 

pupils are expected to acquire over time. 
• These pathways are designed to ensure that learning is coherent, cumulative, and builds on 

previous knowledge and skills as pupils advance through their education (graduated learning 
model).

• Learning lines help educators plan lessons and assessments that are aligned with long-term 
educational goals.
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Educational goals in Flanders
Attainment levels and development goals

• Defined by Flemish government department of Education
• "key competences“ = mandatory knowledge and skills per grade

= what pupils need to know and be able to do when completing a 
grade

• Attainment levels: minimum objectives related to 
knowledge, insight, skills, attitudes

• Schools must work towards reaching attainment levels (mandatory)
• Schools are free to determine lesson content and teaching methods

• Educational networks (e.g. public, private,…) help their schools by 
translating attainment levels into educational goals
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Traffic safety and mobility education in 
Flanders: general attainment level
“At completion of primary school, pupils must…

• be able to locate dangerous traffic situations in the wider school 
environment;

• have sufficient responsiveness, balance, sense of coordination, and 
know traffic rules for cyclists and pedestrians, to be able to move 
independently and safely along a familiar route;

• show willingness to consider other road users in their behaviour (…)”
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What we do in Flanders:
Learning Trajectories
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VSV’s learning trajectory for traffic safety 
& mobility education
• Developed by VSV in collaboration with teachers and university researchers 

(Physical Education department, Leuven University)
• Detailed description of knowledge and skills children need to acquire in 

each grade
• From kindergarten until the end of primary school (± age 3 to age 12)

• 5 themes: walking, cycling, traffic rules and signs, safe and sustainable 
behaviour, blind spots

• A school plan per grade includes teaching materials, linked to the 
educational competences and goals (school curriculum).

• Schools that follow this plan meet all official development goals and attainment 
targets for TSaME in Flanders.

• Available online: https://basis.verkeeropschool.be/leerlijn 

https://basis.verkeeropschool.be/leerlijn
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Example: knowledge and skills for 
pedestrians by grade
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Example: knowledge and skills for 
cyclists by grade
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Example: knowledge and skills regarding 
traffic signs and rules
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What we do in Flanders:
Tests and certificates by grade
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TSaME tests and certificates - general

• Theory and practice tests/exams assess specific 
knowledge & skills of pupils for each theme in the 
learning line, according to class/grade

• Practice tests/exams lead to certificates 
according to class/grade (Bronze, Silver, Gold)

• Tests/exams and certificates serve as milestones
in VSV’s learning trajectory (graduated system)

• Certificate system includes step-by-step plans for 
teachers, exercises and teaching materials to 
prepare for the tests/exams, all available online

The Big Online Traffic 
Test (primary class 5)

Cycling Test Silver 
(primary class 3)
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Knowledge and skills tested - example

Big Pedestrian Exam: skills needed to succeed

1. Recognize dangerous situations and respond safely
2. Choose a safe part of the road to walk on if there is no 

footpath
3. Walk left on the roadway if there is no footpath, hard shoulder, 

or bike path
4. Walk on the roadway along an obstacle that completely 

blocks the footpath 
5. Cross the road safely in different situations
6. …

Each skill is defined as a set of subskills to 
be tested in the exam
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Knowledge and skills tested - example

Big Pedestrian Exam: subskills for crossing the road safely – the pupil…
• chooses a place with good visibility

- Not in a bend
- Not between parked cars
- Not near entries/exits
- Not near obstacles

• stops at the kerb
• looks left and right several times
• crosses perpendicular to the road if the road is free
• …

Subskills tested in the exam
















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TSaME tests and certificates
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TSaME tests and certificates

Cycling test + 
certificate
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Pedestrian test 
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TSaME tests and certificates

Big Pedestrian 
Exam + certificate
Gold

Big Cycling Exam + 
certificate 
Gold

Primary class 4 Primary class 5 Primary class 6
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What we do in Flanders:
Support and materials for teachers
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School plan – overview

Grade/class
Lessons / 
activities

Timing
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School plan - detail

Links to lesson 
sheets
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Lesson sheet – overview

Detailed lesson 
sheet
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Lesson sheet - detail

Target group, 
lesson 

objectives, 
materials

Detailed description of the lesson set-
up, structure and content, including 
exercises
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Link with competences

As defined by 
Flemish 
government 
department of 
Education
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Link with educational goals

As defined by 
educational networks 
(translation of official 
competences)
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Traffic tests and certificates:
Step-by-step plan for teachers
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Traffic tests and certificates:
Materials for teachers
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Teaching guides

• For teachers
• Inspiration and background 

for traffic lessons
• Including teaching guidelines and 

materials
• Numerous subjects
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Support for schools & teachers

• Measure-made coachings, various 
themes

• Traffic at School conference (yearly), 
inspiration for schools and teachers

• Safe to School: inspiration and 
practical guidance for safer school 
environments & routes
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Conclusion

• VSV’s learning line is a comprehensive, graduated learning model supporting 
TSaME in kindergarten and primary schools

• Defining knowledge and skills needed per grade and theme
• Linked to official attainment levels (competences) and educational goals 

(curriculum elements defined by school networks)
• Including school plans with teaching materials and detailed guidelines (lesson 

sheets)
• Including tests, exams and certificates as milestones to assess pupils’ progress
• Offering schools an integrated solution, thus facilitating high quality TSaME



Questions?
werner.dedobbeleer@vsv.be
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